CARE OF HEALTH             73

so expressive. A gentleman they say is at home every-
where. Mrs. Besant was not only so herself, but made
everyone else who came to her, feel so; she did not
make any one fee| inferior to her in any way. .She would
taik seriously with a scoffer; she would discuss matters
seriously with a child ; she would be at home with poor and
rich alike in any part of the world.

MOTHERLINESS

But she was a woman and a mother also, and knew
domestic economy and domestic duties as any woman would.
I remember her presiding over a meeting of the Central
Hindu College boardersat)9. The Hindu College Boarding
House was a great experiment. Mrs. Besant realised the
value of inter-dining, and, though some of her colleagues
were orthodox, she was able to manage to introduce inter-
dining among members of the same caste 310, though even
this brought the wrath of many ultra-orthodox Hindus on
her head as the ruiner of the Hindu faith even though
ostensibly working for it. At this meeting of the boarders^
too, there was the usual report of activities and the usual
catalogue of grievances. No meeting of students or perhaps
any set of human beings at all can be complete, I believe,
without this catalogue. One of the complaints was about
the dust nuisance. Mrs. Besant in her closing speech told
the students to throw used tea leaves in the air and then
sweep the floor. That would abate dust. I do not know
whether it does. I have never tried it. But I remember this
prescription.